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Names of newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


| Reported 


number of 
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Dates of papers received a 
k, 


nd examined 


DWI Ih & bo 


BgnGatt. 
Monthly. 
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Fortnightly. 


“ Bankura Darpan”’ 
“ Gramvisai ” 

ve Kaliyuga © 
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‘* Sadar-o-Mufassal *’ 
‘* Dlubaria Darpan’’ 


ie se 


Tri-monthly > 
“ Hitakari ”’ 
Weekly. 
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‘* Dacca Prakash ”’ 

‘* Education Gazette a 
‘* Hindu Ran) ikaé 

‘ Hitavadi ’ 

‘*‘ Murshidabad Pratinidhys ”’ 
“ Pratikar °’ 

* Rangpur Dikprakash ° 
‘* Sachitra Bharat Snved eg 
‘* Sahachar "’ 

‘ Samaj-o-Salhiitya " 

‘‘ Samaya ”’ 

66 Sanjivani oe 
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Duily. 
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- Bengal Exchange Gazette ”’ 


‘* Dainpik-oeSamachar Chandrika ” 


Calcutta 


Bankura 
Ramkristopur, Howrah 
Calcutta . és 
Kasipur, pm 

Ghat ail, Mymen — 
Tehirpur, | jshahi ... 


sf | Ulubaria ae 


Tangail, Mymensingh 


Calcutta 

Ditto 
Burdwan 
Sherpur, Mymensingh 
Chinsura 
= 

oog 
Boalia, Raj shahi 
Calcutta 
Berhampore 

Ditto 

Kakinia, Rangpur 
Calcutta 

ditto 
Garibpore, Nadia 
Calcutta 

Ditto 
Chittagong 
Dacca 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 


15th November 1893. 


14th 


18th November 1893. 
ditto. 


17th 


19th 
19th 
17th 


| 16th 


17th 


21st 
15th 


17th 
18th 
20th 
17th 


17th and 20th to 23rd Nov. 1893. 


ditto. 


ditto. 
_ ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


* Samvad Prabhakar ” 


‘ Samvad Purnachandrodaya 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


19th to 23rd November 1893. 
17th and 21st to 23rd Nov. 1893. 
17th, 18th and 20th to 22nd N ov, 1893. 


* Sulabh Dainik’’ 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 
Weekly. 

‘* Dacca Gazette” 

HINDI. 

Monthly. 
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Urpt. 
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Calcutta 
Ditto 
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Ditto 
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Arrabh _ 
Monghyr 


ee nee ee ee ee - eee 


750 


300 
410 
eee 150 


100 


es 


17th, and 20th to 28rd 


16th November 1893. 


ditto. 
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‘ ( 989 ) 
I.—Foreren Pourtics. 


Tue Sulabh Dainik of the 21st November says that the object of the 
Ye Cabul Mission was the settlement of the frontier 


The Cabul Mission. question, and is glad the object has been fully gained. 


That millions of rapees will be spent every year on the frontier isalmost unbear-. 


able ; hence a settlement, once for all, of this question could not but be expected 
to give pleasure to the poor straving people of India. But though the Government 
of India is taking a rosy view of the result of the Cabul Mission, the authorities. 
in England seem to think otherwise. The other day at a banquet at the-North- 


brook Club, Lord Rosebery said: ‘The frontier questions in which India was | 


concerned with France and Russia had not proceeded as favourably as one 
could wish.” And Lord Elgin, who was present at the banquet, could not 
contradict Lord Rosebery. Ted Lansdowne should publish an account of the 
work and results of the Cabul Mission. 

That the Amir is a friend and ally of England will not perhaps be 
relished by Russia. Her attitude up till now has confirmed the belief that she 
wants to create dissensions between England and Afghanistan. Therefore if 
the result of the Cabul Mission be to cement the friendship between the Amir 
and the English Government, Russia will not sit idle. 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


2. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 14th November says that the badmashes of 
the adjacent villages are in the habit of committi 
frequent dacoities upon those unprotected fishermen 
who live in the midst of the bcels between the 


Beel dacoities in the Backergunge 
district. 


Backergunge and Faridpur districts. These dacoities, it is said, have become 


more numerous this year. | . 

8. The Hitavadi of the 16th November says that as the woman, whose 
corpse was found near the Eden Gardens, was 
rather stout, her body could not have been carried 
to the spot in such a manner as not to excite public notice or curiosity, 
and that, if a conveyance was used for the propose, it must have been a 
private carriage, and not a ficca gharry, for no hackney-carriage driver could 
have dared to get mixed up with so serious an affair. At the same time it was 
improbable for a lady of a respectable family to walk to the spot. And the 
constable on the beat says that he saw a carriage and pair draw up at the spot 
sme time after nightfall. All this points to the conclusion that the murder 

was not committed elsewhere, and that the dead body was not brought to the 
- spot after the murder. Under these circumstances, the writer believes (1) that the 
deceased was a widow; (2) that she was murdered near the Eden Gardens; (3) 
that she was brought there from some place in Calcutta or the suburbs; and (4) 
that more than one person was implicated in the murder. IE the constable’s 
statement about a carriage and pair be true, then the field of investigation 


The mysterious case. 


becomes somewhat narrow, for the conveyance was either a private one, or was. 


hired from one of the livery stables. And enquiries should therefore be made 
of the proprietors of the latter. At the time of the year when the occurrence 
took place many mufassalites come to Calcutta, and, as they have no carriages of 
their own here, are in the habit of getting conveyances from the livery stables. 
lt is not impossible that the murder was committed by some such people, and 
that they immediately left the metropolis by the one or the other railway line. 

4. In the Sanjivani of the 18th Novembor a correspondent writes from 
| Mymensingh that the Government Charitable 
Dispensary and the City Kotwali form nearly one 
range of buildings, and yet, on the night of the 31st Aswin last, the dispensary 
was entered into and instruments worth about Rs. 800 were stolen therefrom. 
Sometime ago the dispensary clock too was stolen, As the institution is 
‘upported by the Nasirabad Municipality, the Commissioners reported the theft 
to the Magistrate. A scarching enquiry should be made into the case, aad 


‘NO pains should be spared to bring the culprits to j ustlce. 


A daring theft. 


SutaBl DalINig, 
Nov, 21st, 1893. 


Kasrpum Nivasi 
Nov. 14th, 1893, 


HrravabD!, 
Nov. 16th, 1898. 
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Nov, 18th, 1493 
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BanGaVasl, 
Nov. 18th 1893. 


BANGAVASI. 


SULaBH DAINIK, 
Nov 2) st, 1893, 


( 990 ) 


5. The Bangavast of the 18th November says that a daring robbery 


was committed the other day in the house of 
Bihari Lal Das of Chandipur in the 24-Parganas. 
The writer cannct say whether the police will be able to trace the robbers, If 
the authorities narrowly look into the large number of cases of dacoity which 
have lately taken place in these parts, they will see that these crimes have been 
generally committed in places lying near railway lines, and investigation has 


The recent dacoities. 


also shown that the dacoits are mostly up-country men. The officers employed 
in detecting dacoits of course know this, and if they do not, they ought to. 


In order to check these dacoities the writer would therefore request the 


Railway Police to keep a sharp eye on all passengers alighting at a station, and 


all passengers looking suspicious ought to be secretly followed by the police, 
The advocates of railway extension ought to note this evil which the railways 
have brought upon the country. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 
6. The Bangavasi of the 18th November cannot understand on what 


8 
Selection of jurors in the mufas- W 


a hat the writer sees in practice is that only the 


most stupid and illiterate men in a village are 
selected as jurors. Are the authorities then intent upon taking revenge: for the 
withdrawal of the jury notification? The other day the writer was sitting in a 


certain place, when a court peon served a juror’s summons upona man and . 


dematided a receipt. The man told the peon that he did not know how to 
read and write, and could not therefore give a receipt. Will those who thought 
their country ruined on the issue of the jury notification bear silently with 
such a state of things? It istrue half a loaf is sometimes better than no 
loaves; but not always. | if 

7. The same paper says that the recent ruling of the Allahabad High 
Court allowing Muhammadans to sacrifice cows 
within their own houses, and only forbidding them 
to take out the slaughtered animals: into: the: public 
streets, is calculated to doa great deal of mischief. In passing this decision 
the learned Judges should have remembered that in this country~ different 
castes and religions no longer live in different quarters of a village as before, 
that they now live promiscuously, a Musalman, for instance, living next door 
to a Hindu, and that the killing of a cow by a Musalman, even within his own 
house, may not there be an inoffensive act. Indeed, the mistakes which are 
committed by alien executive and judicial officers owing to their ignorance 
of the manners and customs of the people of this country have often led to 
complicaticns in connection with the cow-slaughter affair._The ruling of the 
Allahabad High Court ought to be protested against, and steps should be taken 
to have it cancelled. 

8. A writer in the Sulabh Dainik of the 21st November says that the 
winter tours of the Magistrates and magisterial 
officers are undertaken with a view of collecting 
correct information about the state of the crops, public health, roads and public 
works, education and sanitation, and the condition of the people generally. 
When a Magistrate goes out on tour, a programme showing the dates of his 
arrival at and departure from the villages to be visited is prepared and hung up 
in front of the court-house. A day or two previous to his leaving head- 

uarters, the chaprasis go out with tents, camp equipage, &c., to the place which 
the Magistrate will visit first, and pitch the tents generally at a long distance 
from the markets and other public places in the villages to the great inconveD! 
ence and discomfort of the amla, pleaders and litigants.. At many places the 
neighbouring zamindars are found to provide the best eatables procurable for 
the Magistrate’s table, while his chaprasis and orderly constables have also & 
merry time of it at the expense of the humble villagers or shop-keepers, who 
dare not expostulate with them about prices or quantities for fear of being 


A cow-slaughter ruling of the 
Allahabad High Court. 


Magisterial tcurs. 


reported to the Magistrate. Of course these things happen without the Magis- -. 


trate’s knowledge. But very different is the position of the amla and the liti- 
rants. They can scarcely find a secure shelter for the night or anything to eat. 
: ‘he. Magistrate gets his fat datta, and so far from feeling any inconvenience, 


stem urors are now Selected in the mufassal. 
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actually saves something from his allowance after meeting all his expenses, It is 

the poor em/a who suffer most, for they get nothing by way of allowance. 

The place of encampment not being mentioned in the summonses to the 
witnesses or the accused, every one connected with a case finds great difficulty 
in ascertaining the place he must go to, so much so indeed that not unoften 
he has to run up to head-quarters to consult the tour programme. Then, 
again, the Magistrate in camp has no definite hour for holding court, and so the 
amia and the litigants have to wait from morning till evening, the latter in the 
expectation of their cases being taken up. It also so happens that the camp is 
removed the very next day after a hearing to another slabs, a distance of 10 or 
12 miles, which the Mugistrate manages to travel in some sort of conveyance 
or other, but which the amia, tle pleaders and the litigants have oftentimes to 
walk at night, in order to be able to attend next day’s court. The pleaders 
therefore charge very high fees for attending camp courts, and the result is that 
many poor men cannot secure the services of trained lawyers for either the 
defence or the prosecution, while others have to rot in Aajat for days for not 

being able to give security or bail at such out-of-the-way places. 

The office remaining at head-quarters, any one wanting copies or having 
other business to transact must dance attendance at two places—in the Magis- 
trate’s camp and at head-quarters; and if he does not come to head-quarters he 
must follow the camp for days together. : 

The writer suggests that, with a view of putting an end to these inconveni- 
ences, the Magistrates when on tour should enquire into the real prices of the 
articles which are purchased for them by their chaprasis, and ascertain from the 
villagers whether the constables or the chaprasis use them badly. The place of 
encampment and the date fixed for every hearing should be noted on the sum- 
monses. The dates of hearing should be so fixed that when the camp is within 
the jurisdiction of a certain thana, only the cases belonging to that thana may 
be taken up there. This will obviate the necessity of litigants and pleaders 
hanging about the camp for days and will at the same time serve to reduce the 
costs of the cases, .And the Magistrate should sect about removing any griev- 
ances of the people of a village without unnecessary delay. 

9. The Sulabh Dainik of the 22nd November has the following :-— 

Honorary Magistrates in the mu- Honorary Magistrates in the mufassal are 
fassal. generally on familiar terms with both the parties 
to the cases they have to try, and are often seen walking with complainants 
and defendants or visiting them in their houses before the trial. There are 
educated and respectable gentlemen of means in the mufassal who would 
willingly accept the position of Honorary Magistrates if proper arrange- 
ments were made for the working of the taping | Magistracy. There 
is nowhere in the mufassal suitable court-rooms or furniture for Honorary 
Benches, and respectable people are therefore psciangs | to serve the Govern- 
ment gratis, ‘There are places in which Honorary 
their court in the shade of trees! This is why Honorary Magistracies are 
accepted only by those who have little or no means of supporting themselves 
in order to serve their private purposes. Then, again, though the Honorary 
Magistrates have a right to promotion like the Stipendiary Magistrates, they 
are seldom, if ever, vested with higher powers, and respectable people are found 
unwilling to do the same drudgery for years. The third reason why these 
appointments are not liked by respectable people is that whenever any party in 
a case before an Honorary Bench wishes it, he can have the case transferred to 
the file of some other Magistrate without being required to state good grounds 
for so doing. Many Honorary Magistrates take this as an insult to them. 

The writer hopes that the Government will remove the grievances com- 
plained of and put the Honorar Benches on a better footing. He also suggests 
that Honorary Benches at sub- ivisional head-quarters should be abolish 1, and 
regular Bench-courts on an improved basis should be established in the 


mufassal, to which only the better classes of villagers should be appointed. 


(d)—Education. 
10. A correspondent of the Sudhakar of the 17th November says that the 


re ee ted jn the Want of a Persian teacher in the Kushtia Entrance 
Rushtia Entrance School "School is sorely felt by the local Musalman commu- 


nity, and is the cause of their backwardness in education. 


agistrates have to hold 


SULABH Dalnix 
Nov, 22nd, 1893, 


SUDBAKaR, | 
Nov, 17th, 1893. 
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SaNnsrvant, 11. The Sanjivani of the 18th November has learnt with surprise that 
Nor, 18th, 1893, even in the Government schools in the North. 
Western Provinces children of the lower classes are 
not allowed to sit with those of the higher, the reason assigned by the autho- 
rities being that if they are admitted the latter will leave the schools at 
once. In the North-Western Provinces. out of a population of four crores 
and 40 lakhs, only twenty lakhs attend school and eighty thousand learn the 
alphabet in the pathsalas. But to establish schools for boys of the lower classes 
alone, would be to encourage the existing caste prejudice, and it would bea 
matter of  disetace to the Government to do so. The Government ought to 
oper ite sdtools’to all élasses, and if boys of the higher classes are nnwilling to 
associate with those of the lower, let their guardians establish separate schools 
for them. It is very wrong on the part of the Government to make such 
invidious caste distinctions, which are, indeed, opposed to all sound principles 
of Government. 


Caste in Government schools. 
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(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


Kastpor Nivast, 12. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 14th November says that some hakims and 


Nov. 14th, 1893, > _. Other officers are requesting the amla and peons 
wen ee — under them to give their votes at the ensuing eloec- 
| tion of Commissioners for the Barisal Municipality 

in favour of a certain candidate. ‘Tis is improper conduct on the part of 

Government officers, and if the officers in question persist in influencing voters, 


the writer will disclose their names. 


= ee Menus 13. The same paper says that Messrs. Brown and D’Silva, Babus Asvini 
Kumar Datta and Dinabandhu Sen, amindars of 
Barisal, and Mr. Reily, Manager of Nawab | 
Ahsanulla’s estate, have submitted a petition to the 
wuthorities, praying for a remission of the enhanced road cess in this district 
in this year of distress, and hopes that Government will listen to the prayer. 


And wg H{eaven punish those who imposed this enhancement in a year of 
distress like the present. 


Hiwav ast, 14. The Hitavadi of the 16th November says that the Cossipar-Chitpur 
Nov. 16th, 1898, itis aie tx ts Gch Municipality has framed some very stringent bulld- 
biusionaliey. ioe rules, for which, however, there has not been any 

| necessity, and that some of the Commissioners are 

anxious to get the rules sanctioned by the Government, though the rate-payers 


have serious objections to their enforcement. It is to be hoped that the Govern- 
ment will listen to these objections. 


Saurus, ______ 15, In the Sanjivant of the 18th instant a correspondent writes from 
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Enhanced road oess in the 
Backergunge district. 
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Nov, 18th, 1898. — ~~ Barpeta—in—A inst the local 
The Barpeta Mun lity. ae ee : A AR Ai 
a municipality which was established several years 


ago, but which has up till now done nothing for the improvement of the town in 
any respect. The cold season is fast approaching, aa yet many of the roads 
are impassable on account of muddy slushes. ‘lhe Commissioners are said to 
be busyincreasing the rates and cesses, which are not, however, spent 10 
improving the sanitary condition of the place. 


BANGAvast, 16. The Bangavasi of the 18th November says that the Municipal Com- 


idee ee missioners of Howrah hgve been censured by Gov- 
one eeran eye: ernment for their refusal’to enhance the rates. The 
Government has also threatened to have the rates enhanced by an assessor if the 


Gommissioners stick to their resolution. Will the Babus who are so anxious 
to get Local Self-Government now fully appreciate the sju¢ and prestige af 
thoir favourite institution? Do the Bubus deserve much credit for common 
sense when with no better {jué and prestige in their self-governing bodies they 
mean to say that the deliverance of their country has been effected ? “ 


Sutann DalntK, 17. A correspondent of the Sulubh Dainik of the 20th November com- 
Nov 20th, 1893. mee np bee oes plains of the conduct of the Municipal Commissioners 
the 4-Pagous Py ™ of Jaynagar in the 24-Parganas in wasting about 


six hundred rupees in the execution of unworkable 
schemes of water-supply and latrine arrangement for the public. The corre 


spondent also accuses the Commissioners of favouritism. 
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(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


18. In the Sanjivant of the 18th November a correspondent writes from —_%4"21vam, 
| Gauhati to say that on the 9th Kartik ae Oo 
10 a.M., a man was passing along the Assam Trunk 

Road. When a few hundred yards from Madang, where the new Bijni 

‘cutcherry house 1s being built, the man went down tbe roadside to drink water. 

As he came up, a tiger suddenly sprang upon and killed him. As the Assam 

Trunk Road is the only road in the province used by travellers, it should be kept 

free from wild beasts. The jungles on both sides of the road are usually 

cleared twice every year, but the correspondent thinks this has not been done 

this year. He hopes that the Assam Government will kindly luok to this 

matter. | | | ; 

19. The Bangavasi of the 18th November considers it necessary to say & _—Bancavasi, 
os ti ial few words in connection with the Mirpore station Nov. 18th, 1898. 
oe accident on the Eastern Bengal State Railway. It 

is said that at that station one and the same man has to do the duties of station- 
master, signaller and booking clerk for six consecutive nights in a week. Ifthis 
be so, it is only to be wondered that accidents have not occurred before. Under 
the British rule one is punished if he overworks or ill-treats a beast in the 
smallest degree, but there is no-one to take pity on the man who is overworked. 
The writer does not mean to insinuate that the accident in question took place 
through any fault of this overworked man, the assistant station-master. But 
the hard lot of this man should surely be pitied. 

20. The Sulabh Daintk of the 23rd November says that the constables Svtasa Dam, 
Constables at the Sealdah at the Sealdah station are in the habit of black- Nov. 2rd, 1893. 
station, — mailing passsengers by detaining them at the 
platform doors and insisting on weighing their luggage when there is 

= apparently no necessity for doing so. The passengers in their hurry to catch 
the train have no alternative but to silence the men by paying them small 
gratuities. It is hoped that the Railway authorities will take notice of the 
conduct of their employés. 


The Assam Trunk Road. 
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(h)}— General. 


21. The Bankura Darpan of the 15th November says that the Home Barxuns Dasray, 
Government and the Government of India have at Nov 15th, 1493, 
- last resolved to do real good to the country without 
caring for the exchequer and by Sieopastns opium-eaters and ganja- 
smokers. But it is to be hoped that it will not forget to do its duty because a 
certain section of the community is howling. According to the Hindu Shastras 
ganja should be used only by ascetics who ‘have renounced worldly life. 
Ganja and muddut are doing great harm to the country, and it is high time that 
Government adopted in respect to them some-such course as has been adopted 
in-regard_to country liquor. It cannot be denied that the abolition o the 
outstill system has done great good. Jf a list of all habitual consumers of — 
muddut and ganja is kept at every police station, it will be found that many 
of the thieves, burglars and dacoits belong to that fraternity. 
22, The Sahachar of the 15th November says that Sir Charles Crosthwaite.-  sauacmas, 
Treatment of Hindus in the Nd his European subordinates, in attempting to show Nov. 16th, 1848. 
North-Western Provinces. what ‘strong rule” is and to maintain prestige, 
treated the Hindus so unkindly that the latter declined to perform the Rashlila 
ceremony this year. At Ballia and Agra the Magistrates had the festival 
performed with money which they themselves raised by subscription, But 
many still kept away from the festival for fear of being thrown into jail on 
charges of breaking the peace, rescuing cattle from butchers, Joining Gorakshant 
Sabhas, and others of a like nature. Thinking that if the indus kept away 
from the Rashiila the Viceroy would get angry and the Parliament wou d come 
down upon him, the Magistrate of one place insisted on the Hindus performing 
the ceremony; but when the Hindus as persistently refused, he ordered his 
escort of 27 sowars to get up a wrestling match. He was obeyed, and shortly 
there were collected two to three thousand people—both Hindu and Muham- 
madan—to see the tamasha. Sir Charles Crosthwaite will perhaps commend this 
oflicer in his annual report, and. say, “the Asiatics love those whom they fear.? 


The Hemp Drugs Commission. 
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The subordinates of Sir Charles Crosthwaite are following im this way the well. 
known non-interference policy of the British Government in religious matters 
and that of affording equal protection to the mghts of all clssses. It is the 
same with bullies in every country; they first offend, and then apologize in the 


most unconditional manner. 


23. In speaking of the Royal Commission on opium, the Hitavadi of the 


ae 16th November says that the anti-opium part 
a proposed the appointment of a Cianiiiin rf 


_ enquire if the Government of India could possibly spare the opium revenue, 
_ and that in’ makipg this proposal they said it would be very unfair to require 
the Indian. tax-payér ‘to mgke up the deficit which will be created by the 
abolition ‘of the opitim traffic, or to curtail the expenditure on works calculated 
‘to do hin good. 1S 

(1)what reform and retrenchment was possible in the military and civil 
‘establishments of India; (2) how the agriculture and trade of the country could 
be improved with a view to increase its prosperity; (3) what amount could 


ey therefore demanded a Royal Commission to enquire 


possibly be spared from the Home Treasury to make up the deficit in the Indian 
revenue. he friends of India in Parliament, headed by Mr. Dadabhai 


- Naoroji, had been trying for the appointment of such a Commission from a long 


Samay, 
Nov. 17th, 1893. 


SANJIVANI, 


Nov. 18th 1898. ~— 


- time, and the Congress, too, had repeatedly applied to the Government of India 


for the same. But as both the Secretary of State and the Government of India 
opposed the proposal, it could not be entertained by the Ministry, If, however, 
on the suggestion of the anti-opium party, a Commission on the lines indicated 
had been appointed, it would still have done good to the country ; but they have 

ot instead a Commission which will not be of any practical use, and will 
ere involve some additional expenditure and entail unnecessary trouble on 
its members and on the witnesses it will examine. 


24. The Samay of the 17th November says that the action of the North- 

: Mt Western Provinces Government seems to mean that 

Go ae piartraray it lays the whole blame of the kine-killing riots 
ny on the Hindus and their cow asylums. For 


some time ago the suthorities. in that province ordered thé managers of the 
Baraich cow-asylum to abolish the institution and set free all their animals on 
the Nepal frontier. And the. Indian Union of the 12th October now says 
that the same authorities have ordered the abolition of ‘the cow asylums in 
Ballia, and the cows kept in those asylums to be sent to the ensuing WVadri fair 


for sale. It is said that the large quantity of cow’s flesh which will be required 


at the fair for the large number of Musalman and a ag soldiers who will 


be stationed there will be procured in this way. It is also said that cows will 
be slaughtered in the fair. Very strict orders have also been issued upon the 
amla of the Dumraon Raj, requiring them to bring cows to the fair. These 
orders have created an alarm-throughout Ballia, and the Mabaraja’s amia have 
asked for hisadvice. - ~~ | 


Jf even a part of al] this be true, then it must be said that the Lieutenant- 
Governor-and the white-skinned officials under him are not in their senses. 


25. The Sanjivant of the 18th November has the following on the 
Government Resolution on the Administration 
Report of the Dacca Division :— 

1. The Lieutenant-Governor says that litiga- 
tion is liked in districts where the people are well off, but the Collector of 
Mymensingh thinks that litigation has increased owing to the prevalence of 
distress. But the real fact is that under the English rule the spirit of litigation 
has increased, so much: so that even the poorest do not hesitate to go to court. 

2. That the Magistrates decided a larger number of cases last year than 
in any preceding year is perhaps because they stood in fear of Sir Charles 
Elliott. The Sub-divisional Officer of Pirojpur, in the district of Backergung®, 
decided 1,095 cases, which means remarkable judicial facility and ability; 
considering that there must have been on an average at feast four witnesses 
in every ease! Truly the trials were like the sacrifice of goats on the secon 
day of the Durga Puja. | | 
_ 3. In speaking of the two lady zamindars of Tangail, the Commissioner 
is rather disrespectful, as he does not put before their names the customary 


| The Administration Report of 
the Dacca Division. — 


es 
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compliment Srimat. Such discourtesy was never expected of Mr. Luttman- 
Johnson. The writer is; however, glad to note that the Lieutenant-Governor 
has not only used the complimentary form, but has also spoken very apprecia- 
tively of the many public works of the two ladies. 
26. The Bangavast of the 18th November says that the Secretary of 
State’s order requiring all Chubbs’ locks wanted for 


~ Chubbs’ locks for Government 
offices. 


furniture required for the confinement rooms of. the wives of 
have to be procured from England through ,the Secretary , of State. Very 


Opium and ganja possess : intoxicating properties; but their, use has never 
Bw as often been known to do. But 


Indians, and attempts are now. being made to banish the latter altogether 
| ble 


these brought in:to.Government’ Rs., 2,08,774 more than in’ the year before 
last; of this increase, the outstill alone gave Res. 1,70,209. Indeed, it is the 


ee rn on the Annual Report of the Excise Commissioner, 
The abkari indications. _ Sir Ant ony M act 

though the consumption of ganja and opium was less than usual last year, the 
excise income showed an. increase, and adds that in this there is cause for 
alarm, inasmuch as this increase in income plainly indicates a larger consump- 
tion of English wines and iiquors.: 


«FLT. —Leeisuatrve. 


29. The Sahachar of the 15th November has the following on the subject 

7 of establishing a Press Association, in order. to 

she law of hel. _ have the present law of libel amended in certain 
respects :— 

Practically, the editor and writers conduct & rey 

only laying down at times the -political principles to be » a 


the proprietor 
he entire 


onnell expresses his delight that 


BaNGavasi, 


Nov. 18th, 1898, 


 Banoavasi. 


SULaBH DaiyiK, 
Nov. 22nd, 1893, 


SaAHACHAR, 
Nov, 15th, 1899. 
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charge of conducting a newspaper is, therefore, left inthe hands of the editor, 
who only occasionally consults the proprietor. The printer, too, has no voice 
in the management of a paper; he is only a servant who cannot interfere with 
what the editor does. Yet such isthe absurdity of the present law of libel 
that he, too, is punished for the fault of the editor. ‘he Civil and Military 
Gazette has proposed the formation of a committee of editors in order to get an 
amendment of the existing law of libel, and the writer hopes that there will 
not be two opinions onthe subject. Such a committee or association can, 
however, only be possible if the Anglo-Indian editors take the initiative and 
invite their native brethren to join the movement, for in this particular their 
interests coincide. Only the person who writes anything bad or gives any 
wrong informafion ought to be punished, for the principle that oue should 
write only after careful enquiry cannot properly be applied to editors, seeing 
that an editor cannot help depending largely on his igs gee re and has 
no means at his scinesenl for verifying the correctness of what his corre- 
spondents communicate to him. _ a 
‘The writer thinks that if the journalists come together and discuss these 
oints the law may be amended, and an amendment of the law af libel has 
-beodans not only desirable but absolutely necessary. If the editor of the 
Englishman interests himself in the matter, an association on the lines indicated 
may be easily established. 
Au Punog, 30. Al Punch of the 16th November cannot approve of the provision 
Nov. 16th, 1893, eae _. . inthe Municipal Bill which propose to place two 
par Provision of ‘the Municipal or three municipalities under one assessor. Con- 
sidering the irregularities in assessment which now 
prevail, it would not certainly be advisable for Government to place more than 
one ep gy, under one assessor. Wherethe municipality is a large.one and 
means permit, Government should provide for the appointment of more than one 
assessor in it. Rene: | 
BANGAvasl, 81. The Bangavdsi of the 18th November says that no definite answer could 
Nov. 18th, 1898. poe be obtained from Government to Babu Surendra 
coke interpellations in the Bengél Neth Bannerji’s.first question in' the’ Bédgal Council 
the other day. As to the question relating to the 
distress in the districts of East Bengal, the Chief Secretary denied the existence 
~ of scarcity, and said that the little distress which was :caused by the floods has 
been relieved by the District Boards. This answer, tvo, is not very satisfactory, 
and will fail to satisfy the distressed people. Babu Surendra ‘Nath Banner)! 
* has for a long time desired an aniendment of the law relating to Hindu religious 
endowments, and he asked whether any such amendment would be made. The 
Chief Secretary answered that Government as yet saw no reason for under- 
taking the proposed amendment. . The answer, of course, did not satisfy Babu 
Surendra Nath, but the writer has reason to be satisfied with it. Government 
should never interfere with debutter property, for it cannot do so without violat- 
ing its own promise not to interfere with the religions of its subjects. 
in answer to Surendra Babu’s last question, Mr. Cotton said that attempts 
had been made to organize Conciliation Committees with a view of preventing 
future riots, but those'attempts had failed. The writer knew, and the autho- 
rities too should have known, that such attempts would fail. External pressure 
connes tg an end to quarrels which spring from causes that lie deep within 
the mind. | 
SACHITRA RHARAT 82. The Sachitra Bharat Samvad (a new paper) of the 21st November 
Now, Bet, 1898. | The interpellations in the Bengal way - seuewe om Nath 
1 ou 1. Mr. Cotton’s reply to Baba Surendra Na 
re Bannerji’s second question would imply that Babu 
Surendra Nath would fail to get a direct answer, as Mr. Cotton virtually stopped 


j 


his mouth by raising the question of extra expenditure. 

2. In reply to Babu Surendra Nath’s third question, Mr. Cotton said that 
no official report had been received on the subject. But when there is a special 
law on the subject, it may be asked, why no such reports have been submitted 
to Government by the Divisional Commissioners, or why they have not been 
instructed to submit such reports. : 

3. With reference to the schedule submitted by Mr. Bourdillon, showing 
the expenses incurred in the Lieutenant-Governor’s residence in Darjeeling, the 
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writer says that it appears that the expenditure is increasing every year, and 
enquires if it will go on increasing or be fixed at a certain figure, and why there 
was . large an increase as Rs. 7,300 in this expenditure during the year 
1891-92, 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


33. The Bungavasi of the 18th November says that the people of the 
| Villages Bara Salimanpur, Bagpura, Saiyadpur, 
Distress in the Contai sub-divi- Mada, Rampur, Dalibata, Gopalpur, Fatapur, Kaile, 


: he Midnapore district, Pago : “¢ Lt Pageng 5 
cae eed Kuladi and several others in the Contai sub-division 


of the a district are suffering from severe scarcity. No mention of — 


this distress, however, has yet been found in any official paper. 
84. ‘The same paper says that the i 
Distress in the Faridpur dis. Strict are suffering from severe scarcity. Most of 
trict. them are scarcely getting one meal a day, and 
there are some who do not get a meal in two 
or three days. It ig well known that three or four men have died of starvation, 
and not even the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner have been 
able to deny this. No steps have, however, been yet taken to relieve the 
distress. ‘l'he writer cannot say how the authorities can remain idle while such 
distress prevails in the country. Where are the Famine Commission’s advice 
and the Famine Fund now? Were they meant merely for show? 
35. The same paper — learnt vm ores Beha prevuils in the Keroa 
ial . a state within the jurisdiction of the Raipur thana in 
trict ene IB the Noakhals ‘the Noakhali district. Paddy is oo at 11 to 12 
seers per rupee. The poor cultivators are living on 
seeds extracted from a kind of grass. Some men have already died-of starva- 
tion. The zamindars of the estate are seo feeding five to six hundred poor 
people, and pave tenporery suspended collections from their raiyats, 
86. The Sulabh Damwmnik of the 23rd November says that severe scarcity 
Distroaa in the Khejna district, . Prevails in several villages within, the juriediction 


of the Kaliganj thana in. the Satkhira sub-division 


of the Khulna district. The ‘people are living on boiled shor, The Sub- 


Divisional Officer has sent upa report to Government, but nothing has yet: 


been-done to relieve the distress. Government’s indifference cannot be too 
strongly condemned. _ 


VI.— MIsceLLANEous, 


37. The Sahachar of the 15th November says that the Central Muhamma- 
. dan Association has sent up a memorial protesting 
The Central Mahammadan As- geainst Mr. Paul’s Resolution, and enquires who 
‘ciation on Mr, Pauls Resolution formed the Committee and why the office bearers 
were not informed. The writer asks the Muhammadans 7 | a few titled gentle- 
men and officers are the arbiters of their fate, and if they do not question 
the authority of the Committee for fear only of the scandal of the thing. _ 
The Muhammadans are coming successfully out of every examination, 
however difficult, and whether in literature, science, medicine or engineering ; 
they will therefore compete with equal success at the Civil Service Examiation. 
The writer cannot therefore accept the protest entered by the Committee of the 
Central Muhammadan Association as the unanimous opinion of Mubammeadan 
India, and asks Government if it would pass such a fraud fora genuine expres- 
‘Sion of opinion, and if such a course would not brin discredit on the Admunis- 
tration. If, however, the Government, instead of doing this, had said—‘all 
India. is unanimous, but the Civil Service Examination in India will affect the 
safety of the Empire,” it would at least have done ss more manly. 
To enter into daladali with the people is very discreditable for the Govern- 
ment. | 
The poor officials are not to blame, for every sacrifice has to be made for 


rank and title. The writer then joins with the Amrita Bazar Patrika in enquir-’ 


ing what the nature of the prohibition put on Government: officers in the matter 


of mixing in politics is, and whether it is only wrong for officials to take the 


anti-Government side in political movements. 


of Idilpur in the Faridpur ) 


BANGAVASI. 
Nov, 18th, 1893. 
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BAaNGAVASI. 


SULaBH DalNIK, 
Nov. 23rd, 1893. 
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The writer has and will continue to have great respect for Nawab Amir 


Hossein, but the Nawab has no independence whatever. 


38. The same paper has the following :— 
eee 1. The Viceroy says—‘‘ That is a subject 
The Viceroy’s Agra speech. = “hich has been uppermost in all our thoughts during 
the last few months.” | oom 

Why then had the Viceroy so long refrained from raising a finger? 

2. The Viceroy speaks of “conflicts which have occasioned sufferin 
loss of life, and destruction of property, and brought discredit upon the peopl 
of the country.” 

_-. The whole country should not be drawn in. In this one sees the hand of 
Sir Charles Crosthwaite. 

3. The Viceroy—“ I rejoice to think that the city of Agra has been free 
from this disgrace.” 

-_ But Agra is not beyond the limits of India. The Viceroy began, well, but 
contradicted himself here. 

4. The Viceroy— It is in some cases the Muhammadans and in others 


’ 
0 


the Hindus who have been to blame for the conflicts which have taken place in 
the different parts of the Empire.” 


The scale, however, seems to hang lower on the side of the Hindus. — 

5. The Viceroy— It would, indeed, probably be difficult to find a case 
in which fault was entirely on one side.” 

The events at Rangoon, Prabhas, Masulipatam and Ishakhel were not 


Lae” a in the Viceroy’s mind, and that means that as in the Jury question 


is Excellency did not read all the accounts himself, but relied on reports given 


to him by others. 
6. The Viceroy—‘ But on whichever side it may be proved to lie, we 

shall not be afraid of bringing the offenders to account because of the accusa- 

tions of partiality which we may thereby draw upon ourselves.” : 
It would have been far better if the Viceroy had said this after consulting 


‘ 


the records of the riot trials. People are being heavily punished, but who 


among them are the greatest sufferers ? ; has en. 

7. The Viceroy—‘ Let both sides understand clearly that lawless or 
arpressive conduct on their part will not induce us to depart by an inch from 
this just-and honourable policy.” 


The country gratefully accepts this as its charter of relifzious liberty. 
What a pity this was not proclaimed a little earlier! 


8. The Viceroy—‘ Do not let it be supposed that the slaughter of kine 
for the purpose of sacrifice or for food will ever be put a stop to. We shall 
peo the religions of both sides alike, and we shall punish according to the 
aw any act which wantonly outrages the religious feelings of any section of the 
community.” | 


No Hindu says that the slaughter of kine should be stopped altogether. 
But then cow-slaughter should be allowed only at places and in a manner 
which have been approved since the days of Akbar. | 


9. The Viceroy—‘‘I would implore them to impress upon those who are 
less well-informed than themselves the folly and disastrous consequences of 
such acts as those which have lately taken place in these provinces and 
elsewhere.” 


Let Sir Charles Crosthwaite be told at the same time not to insult these men 
at Durbars. : 


In conclusion, the writer expresses a general approval of what the Viceroy 
has said, but fears that His Excellency has not considered the matter thoroughly. 
His statement that the slaughter of kine will never put be a stop to perhaps means 
that he too believes the Gorukshani Sabhus to aim at the stopping of becf-eating 
by Muhammadans and Christians. This impression is erroneous; it is but the 
excuse of the North-Western Provinces officials for doing what they have done. 
The writer does not hold that the Government of India desires to suppress the 
Hindus and show favour to the Muhammadans, but hé believes that certain | 
oicials and Provincial Governors have adopted that policy. Now, as ordinary 


i 


‘ 


_ people cannot distinguish between the Imperial Government and the Provine 


“ 
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Governments, they believe that undue favour is being shown to the Muhamma- 
dans by the Government of India. The writer hopes that this impression of the 
Hindus will be removed by His Excellency's speech. The Viceroy has done 
well to appeal to the Press; but he should have first warned the Lioner and 
others of that ilk to refrain from abusing the natives, which they generally do in 
a most offensive manner. The writer asks his fellow-countrymen to rejoice, 
because, though the Englishman and other Anglo-Indian papers were jubilant 
over the threatened suppression of the (Gorakhshani Sabhas, the Viceroy has 
openly declared that he is not an encmy of these Sabhas, and says that he 
_ shares the Viceroy’s opinion regarding the desirability of these Sabjus not inter- 
fering with the liberty of other communities...,: ©.  . © ,. 
The writer regards the Viceroy’s speech as India’s charter , of religious 
liberty, but says that it would have been better if: Lord Lansdowne had said 
nothing about those who impute wicked motives to the Government of Judia, 
He also adds that what His Excellency said about the officials will only excite 
laughter and merriment among the people; and asks what has been donein the case 
of Dupernex, why Parameshwar Singh is rotting in jail, and why attempts are 
being made to transfer cases from the file of the Sessions Judge of Ghazipur ? 
The writer concludes by saying that the Indian officials are like a gipsy tribe, 
not one of whom would go. against another, and that though Lord Lansdowne has 
given the assurance to the he that notice would be taken of any official’s 
partiality, &c., they would rather enter a tiger’s den than offend their local 
officials, who tainly lose all really English traits in their character. 
39. The Htavadi of the 16th November says that the Lnglshmanhas taken 
The Engliekman on the native advantage of the Viceroy’s statement in his A 
press. speech in regard to the freedom which has been 
given to the native press to vilify the editors of native papers. According to 
him, the Viceroy ‘spoke of the native press as he did, only because that press is 
foolish and disloyal. The writer, however, thinks that if the Viceroy had really 
hated the native press he would never have + cong to it to put a stop to the 
inter-racial quarrels now going on between Hindus.and Muhammadans,. 
40. Referring to the Viceroy’s speech at Agra, the same paper says that 
The Viceroy on the cow-killing His Excellency has spoken out his mid very plainly, 
question. — : and that his words have given the writer plea- 
sure. Sir Charles Crosthwaite and his supporters in the press threw the 
entire blame of the riots on the Hindus, but Lord Lansdowne did not give an 
indication of such partiality ; on the other hand, His Excellency held that bot 
parties were guilty. But this is only partly true. Those who took part in the 
riots are no doubt guilty, but so too are the officials, of whom, however, the 
Viceroy has said nothing. As regards the Azamgarh riots, for instance, if the 
district authorities had but acted considerately, much of the disaster might have 
been avoided. It, is natural, however, that His Excellency should not publicly 
criticize the actions of responsible subordinates. 


As to His Excellency’s statement.that the Government would not interfere 
with any religion whatever, the writer observes that every one will admit it 
to be true, ie by making this statement Lord Lansdowne has gained popularity 
on the eve of his departure. | 


The attitude of the North-Western Provinces Government and the writings 
of the Anglo-Indian newspapers had led many to think that the Gorafshant 
Sabhas were doomed, but Lord Lansdowne’s speech has removed that impression 
from the public mind. His Excellency has clearly stated that the Government 
will have no objection to the protection of old or diseased kine. The statement 
that cow-slaughter will never be put a stop to 18 certainly one which will not 
be approved by the Gorakshant Sabhas, an is Very shocking to the Hindas. But 
the writer nevertheless hopes that the Hindus will do nothing to excite the 
jealousy or ill-feeling of the Musalmans. 

In conclusion, the writer is glad that the calm and impartial attitude of the 
native press on the cow-kiling question has been appreciated by the Govern- 
ment. His Excellency has ag understood that the riots were the work of 
illiterate and low class people, and that educated people kept themselves aloof 
from them, ‘Those who think of fastening the guilt on the Congress should 
also take note of His Excellency’s words. | 


HITAVADI, 
Nov. 16th, 1898. 


HITAVADI. 
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Nov, 17th, 1893. 


SUDHAKaR, 
Nov. 17th, 1893. 
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41. The Banganivdsi of the 17th November says that every one who care. 
fully reads the Viceroy’s Agra speech will admit that — 


The Agra — His Excellency has fallen into — confusion 
wherever he has dealt with any question connected with Hindu shaséra oy 


Hindu custom. Core 
The prelude, in which His gg | has distributed the blame equally 
ent. But the writer must protest 


among Hindus and Mussalmans, is excel 
against the Viceroy’s throwing the whole blame of- the riots on the people. 

ht not the officials to share a part of the blame for their partiality to 
the Mussalmans? The writer fails to understand what His Excellency meant by 
saying ‘But on whichever side it (the blame) may be proved to lie, we 
shall not be afraid of bringing the offenders to account, because of the accusa- 


tions of partiality which we may thereby draw down upon ouselves.” Is not 
His Excellency aware of the severe punishments which have been already 


inflicted upon all those Hindus in the North-Western Provinces who were sent 


up for trial, whether they were guilty or not ? 
Besides the duties of which Lord Lansdowne has spoken, there is another 
incumbent upon Government which the writer would point out. It is that 


Government should carefully watch that no officials under it excites quarrels __ 


between different sections of the people by showing undue partiality to one in 


preference to another. Mr. Dupernex of Azamgarh was guilty of such conduct. 
And the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces Government 


himself did not hesitate to insult Hindu zamindars at the public darbar held at 


-Ballia. Why did His Excellency make no reference in his speech to such 


conduct on the part of the officials? The people are anxious to know whether 
His Excellency has, if not publicly, at least in private, adopted any steps for 
putting a stop to such conduct on the part of the officials. 

His Excellency says:—‘‘ When I tell you that the policy of the Government 

* * ple fo. * * 6 Oe Ot 
the intensity of which we can scarcely fathom.” Thisis excellent and such as 
should be expected from a true statesman and a representative of Her Majesty. 
But ‘what did His Excellency mean by saying in thé same breath, “Do not let 
it be supposed that the slaughter of kine for the purpose of sacrifice or for food 
will ever be put a stop to.” Who ever asked Government to put a stop to 
cow-slaughter? .This is surely a frown upon the Gorakshant Sabhus. But have 
these Sabhas ever petitioned Government to put a stop to the supply of food 
for Musalmans and Europeans? The Viceroy, who has expressed such > 
sympathy with the Hindus, might well have spared them the unpleasantness 
of being told to their face that cow-slaughter would never be put a stop to. 
But the Hindus ought to remember that the Viceroy who told this is no other 
than the very official who, on the occasion of the passing of the Consent 
Act, told them that wherever Hindu religion might be found to conflict with 
Western morality, the religion must give way to the morality. It may suit 


the purposes of Her Majesty’s representative to expound his pany in a plain 


straightforward manner, but the meek Hindu-subjects of Her Majesty have been 


tert by His Excellency’s plain exposition of policy in the present instance. 
In referring to the press, His Excellency did not forget to rake up the old 
charge of unveracity against it. The writer will not mind this charge, as the 
authorities are ever and anon returning to it as occasion suits. But as a loyal 
subject he will try his best to follow the advice given by His Excellency to the 


editors of newspapers. 


42. The following is a literal translation of the Bengali version given by 
i the susteber at oe 17th November.of certain 
version 0 ansdowne’s’ passages in Lor owne’s Avra speech:— 
Bitch ts ie ‘¢ We shall never suffer the’ Hindus to bring 
about such troubles and dangers as they brought about under the excitement of 
agitation, preaching, &c. We shall never suffer one community, namely, the 
Hindus, merely because they are numerically superior, to interfere with the 
lawful rights of another community, namely, the one by inspiring them 
with terror. Nor is this the object of the Queen’s Proclamation and of British 
policy. It should also be borne in mind that, if one of these communities 18 
numerically larger in one town, the other is numerically larger in another.” 
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43. The Samay of the 17th November has the following :— : 
(1) The Viceroy says—‘‘ It takes two to 
| make a quarrel, &c.,” down to—“ We shall protect 
the religions o£ both sides alike, and we shall punish according to the law any 
act which wantonly outrages the religious feelings of any section of the com- 
munity.’ 

But has Government acted up to these professions? If the Hindus and 
Musalmans had, after the riots, received equal treatment everywhere atthe hands 
of Government, there would have been no agitation to-day. In Bombay the 
Hindus and Musalmans were equally punished, and the matter has already 


The Agra speech. 


ceased to excite the public mind there. But in the North-Western Provinces,. 


where riots have been long since over, the conduct of the authorities has, 


instead of mending matters, rather tended to further alienate feelings between 
Hindus and Musalmans. Indeed, in the North-Western Provinces, it. is the 


Hindus and their Gorakshant Sabhas alone which are being persecuted by Govern, 
ment, while the Musalmans are enjoying perfect immunity. Does this accord 
with the Viceroy’s professions? ‘lhe writer does not object to the punishment 
of those Hindus who have been found guilty, but what he wonders at is that 
not a single Musalman should have been as § guilty and deserving of punish- 
ment in connection with the riots. Does not all this prove partiality on the 
part of Government ? 

(2) His Excellency also says—“ Let it not be forgotten that in the 
Queen’s Proclamation of 1858, &c.,”’ down to—“‘ or that we shall allow one creed 
to persecute or to terrorise another merely because it happens to be numerically 
the stronger in a particular part of the country.” 

These words were undoubtedly uttered with special reference to the Ballia 


riots. It is true the majority of the Ballia people are Hindus, but did the 
Government of the North-Western Provinces or the Viceroy himself even’ 


enquire into the true cause of the riots which occurred there? In accusing the 
Hindus of Ballia without making an enquiry into their faults, the Viceroy has 
only repeated the groundless ckarge brought against them by the North-Western 
Provinces authorities. —s_ 


- (3) His Excellency then goes on to say— We recognise the fact that in 


the eyes of a majority, &c.,” down to—'the leaders of both the Hindu’and 


Musalman, communities are taking a sensible view of the situation and are 


endeavouring to quell the excitement which has arisen.” 
Very good words these, but it would have been well if they had been 


uttered earlier, The Hindus repeatedly drew His Excellency’s attention to: 


the high-handed conduct of Sir Charles Crosthwaite, and waited for redress ; 


but His Excellency seemed to have gone to sleep on the heights of Simla, and ° 
the cries and wails of the Hindus failed to awaken him. The people therefore 


naturally thought that His Excellency was sanctioning all the most inhuman 


oppressions which were being committed by the Lieutenant-Governor of the 


North-Western Provinces. The Hindus of the North-Western Provinces 
brought no vague, indefinite charges against the officials; they gave names and 
other particulars in their charges. Asa matter of fact, they plainly stated that 
such and such officer had actually excited the Musalmans against the Hindus. 
But though it was not possible to bring more serious charges against the officials, 
Government made no enquiry and the people obtained no redress. What 
should all this mean ? 

(4) His Excellency says—‘‘'I appeal in particular to editors and pro- 
prictors, &c.,”” down to—‘ and of bringing about cessation of strife and renewal 
of kindly feelings where these have been interrupted.” 7 

The native press has no doubt come in for this comment at the hands of 
the Viceroy only because ‘it. has been saying a few words on behalf of the 
Hindus who have been attacked from all sides and have no hope of redress 
from any quarter, and because it criticised the action of the law courts. But, so 
far as the writer is aware, the native press has never excited any quarrels 
between Hindus and Musalmans, and has always counselled Government to act 
With justice in the matter. ce 

(5) The Viceroy very angrily disowned the charge brought against the 
Government of exciting the Musalmans agnines the Hindus. But a simple 
denial will not exonerate Government. Its officials should prove by their 
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conduct that they were not — of the charge. The writer need scarcely 
explain why even the Secretary of State refused to comply with the request of 
certain members of Parliament to appoint a Commission to enquire into the 
cause of the kine-kilhng quarrels. poe 
_ (6) His Excellency concluded by saying—‘‘I would, therefore, say to the. 
Muhammadans, &c.,’’? down to—“‘ and for spreading the poison of class hatred 
throughout your peaceful and industrious villages.” | 
This assurance from the Viceroy will banish every fear in connection with 
the Gorakshani Sabhas. The Sabhas will now be free to prosecute the objects 


- with which they have been established. Indeed, the officials acted unjustly in 


suspecting these Sabhas and in making preparations for their destruction. 
: ) But in spite of the passages to which objection has been taken above, the 
ech, as a whole, has given great satisfaction, and will bear good fruit in these 
rk days. It is hoped that the speech will gett 6 a lesson to the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the North-Western Provinces, and induce him to thoroughly 
alter his policy. The speech is also calculated to induce the two peoples to make 
up their differences. The Viceroy has clearly pointed out to each ge se their 
privileges and the limits within which these must be exercised, and it is 
now for the people, Hindus and Musalmans, to act according to His Excellency’s 
advice, and avoid, to the best of their power, all quarrels in the future. 
44. The Sanjivani of the 18th November says that it has never read a 
i iis os more ungentlemanly or discourteous letter than the 
© letter in the Morning Post. one that latley appeared in the Morning Post of 
Allahabad, abusing the Indians and Sir Antony MacDonnell. The letter clearly 
shows how Anglo-Indians wish India to be ruled. Who the writer is, is 
not known; but whoever he be, he ought to know that the days of the ascen- 
dency of the whites, referred to by him, are past, and that Europeans will now 
have to take care how they conduct themselves. 


45. The same paper, referring to the passage in the farewell address 
cls cl Lick Kanalodes presented to Lord Lansdowne by the Simla Munici- 
pality, in which the Commissioners speak highly of 

His Excellency’s adminstration, and of his good sense, sympathy and impar- 
tiality, says that if this is right praise, there is nothing in the world that is 
imaginative or unreal. Of course those Europeans and Eurasians who have been 


‘granted compensation allowance by Lord Lansdowne must applaud His Lord- 


ship’s impartiality, for it is a fact that many of them have no relations in 
England, and are yet in receipt of the allowance, while many native officers 
have their children in England for education, but are not given a single pice as 
allowance. And yct these foolish, barefaced self-seekers will say that Lord 
Lansdowne has ruled without making any distinction of caste or creed. 
Perhaps in Calcutta, too, a number of men will come forward to extol His 
Excellency’s acts and subscribe handsomely to his memorial fund—men, that 
is, who will in no way help a noble cause. 


46. The same paper says that whenever a native appears near the band- 
stand in the Eden Gardens he is told by a European 
constable that the place is not for people in dhuit 
and chadar, and enquires, who is responsible for making this invidious distinc- 
tion? The gardens were not laid out with English money and for the exclusive 
use of Europeans; they are public property to which all si have equal right, 
am there should not be made in them any distinction of European and native 

SSCS. 


47. ~Referring to the Viceroy’s Agra speech, the Bangavasi of the 18th 
November says that, whilst advising the people to 
settle their disputes, the Viceroy ought also to have 
advised the officials to conduct themselves impartially in the matter. : 

The partial conduct of the officials leads most people to think that it 18 
they who should be held principally responsible for the riots. : 


48. The same paper says that Sir Charles Elliott wil arrive at Calcutta by 
Sir Charles Elliott. the 29th November and take over chargeon the 30th. 
se It would be worth noting what change in his views 


His Honour brings from England. flis locum tenens in the meantime has reversed 
many of his measures, - 


Natives in the Eden Gardens. 
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49. Referring to the Viceroy’s Agra speech, the Dacca Prakash of the 
19th November says that His Excellency was not 
A right when he said—“ It would, indeed, probably 
be difficult to find a case in which fault was entirely on one side.” It is true, 
in many of the places where riots took place, the authorities did not let the 
truth at the bottom come to light. But so far as the riots at Rangoon, Juna- 
garh and Bombay are concerned, the Hindus cannot in any way be held 
responsible. It is the Mussalmans who were wholiy responsible for the riots at 
these places. And the facts which are coming to-light in connection with the 
Bannu affair also mean Musalman responsibility. If therefore the Viceroy really 
— he stated, then there is little chance of the real offenders being 
unished. | 
/ When people see Government taking up a hostile attitude towards the 
Hindus because they form the majority of the population, they naturally think 
that it encourages these quarrels between Hindus and Musalmans. ‘They naturally 
suspect Government of encouraging the quarrels when they see officials like 
‘Dupernex and Brunyat escaping punishment at its hands. And those who have 
‘carefully compared the results of the Benares riots with the results of the 
Shambazar riots will be naturally slow to expect justice even in the law courts. 
Indeed, can the people easily ballove in the impartiality of a law court which 
_ punishes a Hindu with two years’ rigorous imprisonment for publishing exciting 
hand-bills, and a Muhammadan with a fine of twenty rupees and nothing more 
for the same offence ? 

The writer will of course try his best to follow the advice which the 
Viceroy has given to all newspaper editors. Quarrels between Hindus and 
Musalmans are prejudicial to the interests of the country, and the writer has 
therefore always tried to prevent them. 4 

50. The Dainik-o-Samdéchdr Chandriké of the 19th November says thatif the 

Mr. Grierson on the prosperity district of Howrah 18, as Mr. Grierson Says, in es the 
of the Howrah district. fabled state of prosperity celebrated by Indian 
poets in the reign of King Dilip, when even the ‘name of theft’ was for- 
gotten,” how is it that men of the Howrah district itself often come to be con- 
victed and punished for thefts in their criminal courts? Mr. Grierson considers 
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the people of his district to be prosperous, because he has seen them drink tca_ 


and use umbrellas. One can, indeed, hardly bring oneself to believe such a rose- 
coloured report, and not even the Englishman has been able to contain its laughter 
over it. Mr. Grierson is not a bad man after all, but he is rather eccentric. 
51. The Som Prakdsh of the 20th November says that Sir Charles 
Sir Charles Elliott and Sir Elliott will probably arrive in Calcutta on the 29th 
Antony MacDonnell. instant and take over charge from Sir A. P. Mac- 
Donnell. Many people are sorry that Sir Charles is returning, and it is to be 
hoped that Sir Charles will try to become popular like Sir Antony by removing 
all cause of complaint against him. Bengal will never forget Sir Antony Mac- 
Donnell. When he ascended the Belvedere throne there was trouble on evory 
side, but by ability and sterling virtue he soon got over the difficulties and 
smoothed everything around him. 
52, The Suchitra Bharat Samvad of the 21st November says that Sir 
Charles Elliott is returning to India after carefully 
ee ee ee considering what he is about. He knows that he has 
been discredited in the jury question; and if he is still coming back it 1s only 
to avoid being thought a coward. _ 
53. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké of the 21st November says that 
now that Government has done its best to place 
Fever and cholera in Bengal. =§ = (heap quinine within the reach of the poorest man 
in Bengal, and as fever notwithstanding continues unabated—nay, is raging 
With vreater violence than before, it behoves the authorities to look out for 
some other means of checking the ravages of fever among the people of this 
province. : 
It is not only in the Hooghly and Burdwan districts that fever is raging 
Violently this year. The people of the F aridpur, Dacca, Mymensingh an 
Barisal ‘districts are suffering extremely from the ravages of this disease and 
cholera. Indeed, whole villages are being depopulated by the latter disease. 
According to the Kasipur Nivdsi newspaper, cholera appears to be raging most 
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violently in the Dacca, Faridpur and Backergunge districts. The disease has 
appeared in a most virulent form in the beel country in Backergunge. Tho 

eople find no time to burn the dead bodies, and are therefore throwing them 
into the beels.. According to a correspondent of the same paper, in certain Villages | 
within the jurisdiction of the Palang thana, from two to three hundred deaths 
have already occurred from cholera. All this is horrible, indeed ; and it is hoped 
that Government will not remain indifferent. _. 

54, The Sulabh Dainik of the 23rd Novétaber has the following :— 

In his Agra speech the Viceroy read the 
editors of newspapers a pretty severe lecture. He 
said that in this cow-slaughter difficulty it was the duty of every editor to allay 
the ferment instead of fanning the flame. We are pleased with this statement. 
The native editors have on their part tried their best to prevent disturbances, 
but has the Viceroy, we ask, taken note of the utterances in this connection of 
official and semi-official newspapers like the pet Pioneer. Let it be granted that 
editors of newspapers have unjustly condemned the Musalmans from a parti- 
ality for the Hindus; but have the Viceroy’s pet Civilians done their duty in 
this connection? We hold that many of them have acted improperly. We, for 
ourselves, suggested the appointment of a Commission for the determination of 
the question, who are the men responsible for the disturbances? But this 
proposal alarmed the Pioneer. If the Viceroy is really desirous of putting a 
stop to the cow-slaughter quarrels, he will do well to appoint a Commission for 
the determination of the above point, instead of reading lectures as he has done. 
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